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Week of September 1, 1980 


BLACKS TO PARTICIPATE IN LABOR DEPARTMENT 
CONFERENCE, ‘WOMEN & WORK IN THE 80s' 


WASHINGTON -- Black women leaders from government, private industry, unions 
and other sectors will participate in the 60th anniversary conference of the U.S. 
Department of Labor's Women's Bureau which will focus on working women's issues 
in the 1980s. 


Among those scheduled to participate in the conference, Sept. 2-4 in Washington, 


D.C... Bre: 


--Eleanor Holmes Norton, chair,Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, who 
will serve on a panel of women leaders answering questions from representatives of 
the nation's broadcast media on the opening day of the conference; 

--Dorothy Height, President, National Council of Negro Women, who will 
participate in a panel discussion on "Employment Issues and Women of Color," on 
the second day of the conference. Other panelists will include outstanding 
minority women leaders representing American Indians, Asians and Hispanics; 

--Cardiss Collins, U.S. House of Representatives, and chair of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, who will chair a workshop on nontraditional jobs highlighting efforts 
to train and place women in formerly male-dominated occupations through skills 


training programs, apprenticeship programs and affirmative action. 
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--Mary Burke Nichols of the Women's Division, Governor's Office, New 
York, who will participate in a workshop on mature women, and displaced 
homemakers and the problems they encounter when they seek to enter or reenter 
the paid work force; 

--Unita Blackwell, mayor of Mayersville, Miss., and Ruby Duncan of 
Operation Life, Inc., Las Vegas, will take part in a workshop on low-income 
and rural women to explore issues and problems affecting their employment 
and economic situation; and 

--Mabel Hardeman, of the Ohio Commission on Aging, will take part in a 


workshop on pensions and social security, which will examine issues such as 


the equity and adequacy for women of public and private retirement income systems, 


women's general lack of retirement income credits in their own right and women's 
loss of anticipated pension benefits because of divorce or premature death of 
a working husband. 

Women's Bureau Director Herman said the conference seeks to "build our 
unity while recognizing our diversity." 

"We want to renew our energies to continue the fight for women's equality 
in the workplace in this decade," she added. 

On the final day of the conference, Paulette Norvel, executive director, 
Women's Employment Division, R-T-P. Inc., New York, will join other speakers 


in presenting a summary of the conference. 
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BUSINESS VOLUME REQUIRED 
FOR WAGE-HOUR COVERAGE INCREASES 


WASHINGTON -- Owners of retail or service enterprises are reminded that 


the minimum annual gross volume of sales or business required for coverage by 
_the federal wage and hour law has increased. 
The minimum is now $325,000, Henry White, deputy administrator of the U.S. 


Labor Department's Wage and Hour Division, said. 


The Fair Labor Standards Act requires that covered employees receive a minimum 
wage of $3.10 an hour ($3.35 an hour on Jan. 1, 1981) and one and one-half times their 
regular rate of pay for all hours worked over 40 in a workweek. Businesses subject to 
the act also must abide by its recordkeeping and child labor provisions. 

Under 1977 amendments to the act, the dollar volume test for retail or service 
enterprises increased from $250,000 to $275,000 on July 1, 1978, and to $325,000 on 
July 1, 1980. It will rise to $362,500 on Jan. 1, 1982. 

Retail or service enterprises having an annual gross volume of $250,000 or more 
which are no longer covered because of any of these incrounes must continue to pay 
overtime and at least the minimum wage in effect when they were last covered, White said. 

The act is administered by the Wage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor's 
Employment Standards. Administration. 

White recommended that owners of retail and service establishments who are unsure 
about whether their businesses are covered by the act or require more information get 
in touch with the nearest office of the Wage and Hour Division. 

These offices are listed in most telephone directories under the U.S. Government, 


Department of Labor, Employment Standards Administration. 
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PRODUCER PRICE INDEXES--JULY 1980 


WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods advanced 1.7 


percent from June to July on a seasonally adjusted basis, the U.S. Department of 


Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. 

The July climb followed average monthly increases of 0.5 percent during 
the second quarter and 1.5 percent during the first 3 months of the year. 

Prices for intermediate (semifinished) goods increased 0.8 percent, the 
same as in the preceeding month. Crude material prices jumped 6.3 percent, far 
more than in any other month for the last 6 years. 

Most of the acceleration on the Finished Goods Price Index in July was 
caused by a 3.8 percent rise in consumer food prices; in contrast, food prices 
had declined at an annual rate of 4.6 percent during the first half cf 1980. 
Prices for finished goods other than foods rose 1.1 percent, as the indexes for 
capital equipment and for finished consumer goods other than foods both rose 
more than in either of the 2 previous months. Prices for finished energy goods, 
however, declined slightly for the second consecutive month. 

Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for Finished Goods 
moved up 1.6 percent to 246.6 (1967=100). Over the year, the Finished Goods 
Price Index rose 14.1 percent. 

The index for finished consumer foods was up 6.5 percent from July 1979 
to July 19805 energy prices climbed 54.5 percent; the index for Finished consumer 
goods other than foods and energy increased 12.2 percent, and capital equipment 
prices rose 10.6 percent. 

The Producer Price Index for intermediate cocds moved up 14.6 percent over 


the year, and crude material prices were 10.2 percent higher than a year ago. 
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REAL EARNINGS IN JULY 1980 

WASHINGTON -- Real gross average weekly earnings of full-time and part- 
time workers on production or nonsupervisory jobs in the private nonfarm 
sector of the economy were virtually unchanged from June to July after 
allowing for the usua! seasonal variation, the U.S. Department of Labor's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. 

A 0.3-percent increase in average hourly earnings was offset by a 0.3 percent 
decline in average weekly hours with no change in the Consumer Price Index 
for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 

Real earnings--or earnings in constant dollars--are calculated by 
adjusting earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 

Over the year, real average weekly earnings were down 6.8 percent. A 7.5 
percent increase in average hourly earnings was offset by a 1.9 percent decline 
in average weekly hours and a 13.0 percent increase in the CPI-W. Before 
adjustment for the CPI-W and seasonal change, average weekly earnings were $223.69 
in July compared with $221.76 a year earlier. 

Real spendable earnings--average weekly earnings reduced by social security 
and Federal income taxes applicable to a married worker with three dependents who 
earned the average amount and then deflated by the CPI-W--were virtually 
unchanged from June, seasonally adjusted. Over the year, real spendable earnings 
were down 7.4 percent. 

The Hourly Earnings Index in dollars of constant purchasing power increased 
0.2 percent from June to July. Compared with a year ago, the index was down 


3.7 percent. The index excludes the effects of overtime in manufacturing and of 


interindustry shifts, such as the shift of workers between high-wage and low-wage 


industries. 
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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX -- JULY 1980 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) rose 
0.1 percent before seasonal adjustment in July to 247. 8 (1967=100), the U.S. 
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced. The Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) also increased 0.1 percent 
before seasonal adjustment in July to 248.0 (1967=100). The CPI-U was 13.2 percent 
higher and the CPI-W was 13.0 percent higher than in July 1979. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)—Seasonally Adjusted Changes 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for All Urban Consumers was unchanged from 





June to July. This compares with increases of 0.9 percent or more in each of the preceding 18 
months and marked the first time since March 1967 that the CPI did not register an increase. 
The index for housing declined 0.7 percent, as a result of a 5.7 percent decline in mortgage 
iaterest rates. This decrease offset the acceleration in food and beverage prices, as well as 


the comparatively moderate increases in most other major categories of consumer spending. 


The decline in the housing component in July followed a 15-month period of increases of 
1.0 percent or more and was the first decrease since March 1973. Home financing costs 
declined 5.6 percent, reflecting the 5.7 percent decrease in mortgage interest rates and an 
increase of 0.5 percent in house prices. The index for rent rose 0.5 pércent in July, 
following increases of 1.0 percent or more in each of the previous 2 months. Prices for 
‘household fuels continued to increase but not as much as in the 2 previous months. Charges 
for natural gas and electricity rose 1.4 and 1.0 percent, respectively, while fuel oil prices 
continued the moderate trend evident since April. The index for household furnishings and 
operations rose 0.6 percent in July, the same as in May and June. 

Prices for grocery store foods rose 1.2 percent in July, after increasing only 1.5 
percent during the first 6 months of the year. Prices for beef, pork, and poultry rose 
sharply, following 3 months of declines. The indexes for fruits and vegetables and dairy 
products also registered substantial increases in July. Prices for sugar and sweets continued 
the sharp upward trend which began in January. Prices of the other two components of the food 
and beverage index--restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages—rose 0.5 percent in July, less 


than in recent months. 
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The transportation component rose 0.4 percent in July, following a decline of 0.2 
percent in June. New and used car prices rose 0.9 and 0.7 percent, respectively, and were 
primarily responsible for the July increase. Gasoline prices declined, following seasonal 


adjustment, for the third consecutive month, but not as much as in May or June. Prices for 


tires and other petroleum products-—-motor oil and coolant—rose substantialy in July. Autom- 


mobile finance charges, which had advanced sharply earlier this year, declined 2.6 percent in 
July, following a drop of 0.8 percent in June. The index for public transportation rose 3.4 


percent, reflecting a large increase in intracity mass transit fares. 


The medical care index rose 0.7 percent in July, following increases of 0.5 percent in 
both May and June. Charges for hospital and other medical services rose 1.5 percent. 
Physicians' fees rose 0.6 percent in July, the same as in June. The index for medical care 
commodities rose 0.8 percent, about the same as the monthly increase during the first 6 months 
of 1980. 

The index for apparel and upkeep rose 0.4 percent in July. Seasonal sales were 
prevalent, but most clothing items registered small increasés, following seasonal adjustment. 
Charges for apparel services rose 0.3 percent in July, following a 0.6 percent increase in 
June and substantially larger increases earlier this year. The index for entertainment rose 
0.8 percent and the index for other goods and services increased 0.5 percent in July, 
following increases in June of 0.6 and 0.8 percent, respectively. 

CPI for-Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)—Seasonally Adjusted Changes 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
was unchanged from June to July. This compares with increases of 0.9 percent or more in each 
of the preceding 18 months. The housing index declined 0.7 percent as mortgage interest rates 
declined 5.6 percent. This decrease offset both the advance in the food and beverage index 


and the comparatively moderate increases in most other categories of consumer spending. 
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The decline in the housing component in July followed a 17-month period of increases of 
1.0 percent or more and was the first decrease since March 1973. Home financing costs 
declined 5.6 percent, reflecting the 5.6 percent decrease in mortgage interest rates and an 
increase of 0.5 percent in house prices. The index for rent rose 0.5 percent in July, 
following increases of 1.0 percent or more in each of the previous 2 months. Prices for 
household fuels continued to increase but not as much as in the 2 previous months. Charges 
for natural gas and electricity rose 1.0 and 1.2 percent, respectively, while fuel oil prices 


continued the moderate upward trend evident since April. 


Prices for grocery store foods rose’1.l percent in July, after increasing only 1.6 per- 
during the first 6 months of the year. Prices for beef, pork, and poultry rose sharply, 
following 3 months of declines. The indexes for fruits and vegetables and dairy products also 
registered substantial increases in July. Prices for sugar and sweets continued the sharp 
ard trend which began in January. Prices of the other two components of the food and 
verage index--restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages--rose 0.5 and 0.6 percent, 
spectively, in July. 
The transportation component rose 0.4 percent in July, following a decline of 0.3 
‘cent in June. New and used car prices rose 0.8 and 0.7 percent, respectively, and were 
"imarily responsible for the July increase. Gasoline prices declined for the fourth 
nsecutive month, following seasonal adjustment, but not as mich as in May or June. Prices 
* tires and other petroleum products-—-motor oil and coolant-—-rose substantially in July. 
mobile finance charges, which had advanced sharply earlier this year, declined 2.9 percent 
July, following a drop of 0.2 percent in June. The index for public transportation rose 
6 percent, reflecting a large increase in intracity mass transit fares. 
The medical care index rose 0.8 percent in July, compared with an increase of 0.4 per- 
in June. Charges for hospital and other medical services rose 1.8 percent as many 
hospitals changed their price structure in July. 
The index for apparel and upkeep rose 0.5 percent in July. Seasonal sales were 
it most clothing items registered small increases, following seasonal adjustment. 
services rose 0.3 percent in July, about the same as in June and 
less than increases earlier this year. The index for entertainment rose 0.4 


index for other goods and services increased 0.5 percent in July, following 


of 0.7 and 0.8 percent, respectively. 


# # # 
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CONSUMER PRICES: ENERGY - JULY 1980 


WASHINGTON -- Average retail prices for gasoline, fuel oil, natural gas, 


and electricity for July 1980 were released by the U.S. Department of Labor's 


Bureau of Labor Statistics. These average prices are compiled from data 


collected by BLS in conjunction with Consumer Price Index. 


The U.S. average price for all types of gasoline rose to $1.247. July prices of leaded 
regular gasoline averaged $1.216; unleaded regular, $1.271; and leaded premium, $1.307. In 
the 28 cities for which gasoliné prices are published (table 3), prices of all types of 
gasoline averaged highest in Honolulu, San Francisco, and Chicago and lowest in Dallas, 
Kansas City, Milwaukee, and St. Louis. 

The U.S. average price per gallon of fuel oil rose to $1.022 in July. In the 15 cities 
for which fuel oil prices are published (table 1), the price per gallon averaged highest in 


Seattle, Anchorage, and Washington, D.C., and lowest in Baltimore and Northeast Pennsylvania 


(Scranton). 


Electricity and Natural Gas 


The U.S. average price for 500 KWH of electricity was $31.51, up 58 cents from June. 
The July price for 40 therms of natural gas was $17.18, 19 cents higher than June. The U.S. 


price for 100 therms was $40.42, $1.56 higher than June. 
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THREE BUDGETS FOR A 
RETIRED COUPLE, AUTUMN 1979 


WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics 
has updated its three hypothetical budgets for a retired couple to reflect 
changes in prices between autumn 1978 and autumn 1979. The budgets and related 


area indexes can be used to compare costs in selected urban areas. 


In the autumn of 1979, the estimated U.S. average annual cost, 
excluding personal income taxes, of the lower level budget for an urban 
retired couple was $6,023. The intermediate level budget costs $8,562, 


and the higher level budget, $12,669 (table A). 


The budget costs are about 9 percent higher than in autumn of 1978 (table B). — 
The three budgets are made up of hypothetical lists of goods and 


services that were specified in the mid-1960's to portray three relative 


levels of living--lower, intermediate, and higher--for a retired couple, 


The lower budget was not designed as a subsistence or poverty level, but 


Simply a level relatively lower than the intermediate budget. 





Table A. Summary of annual budgets for a retired couple at three 
levels of living, urban United States, autumn 1979, 


Intermediate Higher 
Component 


Total budget 1/ , $12,669 
Total family consumption 11,719 


3,149 


Housing 4,481 


Transportation 1,528 
Clothing | eewesnsnceseseanees : 581 
Personal care 362 
Medical care 2/ 848 


Other family consumption --- 770 


Other items 


1/ Beginning with the autumn 1973 updating of the budgets for a 
retired couple, the total budget is defined as the sum of “total 
family consumption" and "other items." Income taxes are not 
included in the total budgets. 


2/ The autumn 1979 cost estimates for medical care contain a prelim- 
inary estimate for “out-of-pocket” costs for Medicare. 


NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items may not equal 
totals. 





Table B. Percentage changes in the budgets for a retired couple, 
autumn 1978 to autumn 1979. 


Lower Intermediate Higher 
Component 


Total budget ----------------: 


Total family consumption 


Housing 

Transportation 

Clothing 

Personal care 

Medical care 

Other family consumption 


Other items 


Changes in Budgets, 1978-79 
The total cost of the lower budget rose by 9.2 percent, the 


intermediate budget 9.1 percent, and the higher budget 9.3 percent. 


These are the largest increases since 1974. 
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Description of the Three Budgets 

The retired couple is defined as a husband, age 65 or over, ana 
his wife. They are assumed to be self-supporting and living in an 
urban area; they are in reasonably good health and able to take 
of themselves. Different qualities and quantities of goods and 
services are provided for each level. Area indexes reflect varia- 
tions in regional consumption patterns, differences in climate, and 
differences in types of transportation facilities. 

Food-at-home costs in the budgets are based on quantities in 
the 1964 low-, moderate-, and liberal-cost food plans developed by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in accordance with nutritional 
standards formulated by the National Research Council of the 
National Academy of Sciences. Also included in the food total is a 
specified number of meals away from home and an allowance for guest 
meals, which vary at each budget level. 


Shelter allowances for all three budget levels are based on 


average costs for rented and owned dwellings. Rental costs include 


contract rent, estimated costs of fuels and utilities where these 
are not part of the rent, and insurance on household contents. 
Homeowner costs are based on the assumption that retired couples own 
their homes and have no payments for mortgage principal and 


interest. 
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The medical care conponent provides for “out-of-pocket” costs 
for Medicare and allows for items not covered by Medicare--dental 
care, eye glasses, most out-of-hospital prescription and nonpre- 
scription drugs, and a checkup visit to a physician by Medicare 
enrollees who do not use any Medicare services within one calendar 
year. Medical costs not covered by Medicare are the same for all 
three budget levels except for very minor differences in the cost of 
eyeylass frames. 

The sources of data, methods of calculation, and quantities of 
goods and services for all the components in the three budgets are 
described in detail in 345 %ulletin 1570-6, "Three Budgets for a 
Retired Couple in Urban Areas of the United States, 1967-68." 

Copies may be odtained under accession aumber PB 227521/AS at a cost 
of $8.00 From the National Technical Information Service, U.S. 
Department of Connerce, Springfield, Virginia 22151. Supplements 
with budgets for spring 1969-70 and autumn 1971 through 1978 are 
available free of charge from BLS Regional Offices. 

Region I Region II Region III 

1603 JFK Federal Bldg. 1515 Broadway P. O. Box 133)9 
Boston, MA 92203 New York, NY 10036 Phila., PA 19191 
Region IV Region V Region VI 

1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 230 South Dearborn St. 555 Griffin Square 3l4yg. 
Atlanta, GA 30309 Chicago, IL 60604 Dallas, TX 75202 
Regions VII and VIII Regions IX and X 


911 Walnut St. Box 36917 
Kansas City, MO 64106 San Francisco, CA 94102 
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TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE APPROVED 
FOR 2375 WORKERS AT 17 FIRMS 


WASHINGTON -- Approximately 2375 workers at 17 firms have been certified by 


the Labor Department as eligible to apply for trade adjustment assistance. 


Department investigations revealed that the workers have been or may become 


unemployed or underemployed as a result of increased imports. 


Following are the names, plant locations, and other details of cases 
involving plants whose workers have been certified for assistance. In each of 
these cases the following criteria were met: there were (1) increased imports 
of competitive products, (2) significant layoffs or threatened layoffs or 
underemployment, and (3) a decline in the plant's sales or production, and 
(4) increased imports contributed importantly to the plant's job losses. 

Organization* 
Company and No. of Product Filing Impact 


Plant Location Workers Petition Date 


The Moore Co., Inc. 705 hand tools Directly 4/23/79 
Springfield, Mass. Affiliated Local 

Union #22804, 

AFL-CIO 
* Where no organization is indicated, the petition was filed directly by workers 
at the plant. 


-more- 
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No of 


Company and 
Workers 


Plant Location 


General Motors Corp. 400 
Delco Products Div. ; 


Dayton, Ohio 


International Shoe Co. 
El Dorado Springs, Mo. 


York Luggage Corp. 
Lambertville, N.d. 


Charming Miss 
Hoboken, N.J. 


Southeastern Garment 
Corp. 
Clinton, N.C. 


Acme Precision 
Products, Inc. 
Detroit, Mich. 


Caprice Footwear, Inc. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


Allied Chemical Corp. 102 
Industrial Chemical Div. (total) 
Minerva Mine #1 and 
Mill,Spivey Mine 

Cave in Rock, I11. 


Taurus Mfg. Co., Inc. 
Blairsville, Pa. 


Westinghouse 
Electric Corp. 


Richmond, Ky. 


Dawn Fashion 
Leather Co. 
New York, N.Y. 


Organization 
Product Filing 
Petition 
shock absorbers IUE 
and other auto- 
motive components 


men's dress shoes, 
juvenile footwear 


luggage 


women's coats 
and raincoats 


men's and boys' 
outerwear and 
rainwear 


automotive v 
metal molding 


United Food and 
Commercial 
Workers 


women's footwear 


fluorspar 1AM 


women's dresses 


miniature 
incandescent 
lights 


women's leather 
and suede 
sportswear 


Impact 
Date 


4/1/80 


8/1/79 


5/12/79 


3/9/79 

Termina- 
tion da 
1/4/80 


7/1/79 


3/3/79 


5/1/79 


3/25/79 


6/1/79 


1/1/80 


4/24/79 
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No. of 
Workers 


Company and 


Plant Location 


Paul's Auto Ignition, 

Inc. doing business 

as Execlsior Stator Co. 13 
Yonkers, N.Y. 


Henry Guttman, Inc. 
and Coat Fair, Inc. 
New York, N.Y. 


D&G Shake Co. 
Amanda Park, Wash. 


Fair Shake Co., Inc. 
Forks, Wash. 


it. 


Organization 
Product Filing 
Petition 


stators for 
automotive 
starters and 
alternators 


women's coats, 
jackets, and 
raincoats 
cedar shakes 


red cedar 
shakes 


Impact 
Date 


4/25/79 


6/22/79 


4/10/79 


4/17/79 


Apex Hip and Ridge, cedar shakes 4/11/79 


Inc. 


Humptulips, Wash. 
Workers seperated on or after the impact date are eligible to apply for 
trade adjustment assistance under the Trade Act of 1974. Workers are eligible 
for assistance if their last separation from adversely affectd employment occurred 


before the impact date or on or after the termination date (if any) specified in 


the certification. 


Payments of trade readjustment allowances, training, employment services, 
job search grants, and relocation allowances will be administered primarily 


through the state employment security agencies with funds provided by the 
federal government. 


To be eligible , a worker must have been employed at the affected facility 


for at least six months out of the year prior to layoff. 


~Vvorkers producing drives at the Acme plant in Detroit are not eligible 
to apply for adjustment assistance. Investigation indicated that production 
and sales of drives by Acme increased from 1978 to 1979 and in the first quater 
of 1980 compared with the same period in 1979. Workers producing light bezels and 
door handle assemblies are also not eligible to apply for adjustment assistance. 
A Labor Department survey of the firm's customers for these products indicated 
that they either did not import or increased purchases from other domestic source 


from 1978 to 1979. 


# # # 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


In 1791, Philadelphia carpenters struck unsuccessfully for-a 10-hour 
day and additional pay for overtime. This was the first recorded strike 
of workers in the building trades, according to a U.S. Department of Labor 
publication. 

# # # 

In 1847, the first state law fixing 10 hours as a legal workday was passed 
in New Hampshire, according to "Brief History of the American Labor Movement," 
a U.S. Labor Department publication. 

# # # 

The Equal Pay Act was signed by the President on June 10, 1963. This act 
prohibited wage differentials based on sex for workers covered by the Fair 
Labor Standards Act. 

# # # 

The first organization of black workers was the American League of Colored 
Laborers, founded in 1850 in New York City, according to “Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Department of Labor publication. 


# # # 








